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TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement disclosing information 
which has come to the attention of applicants and/or their attomeys and is being submitted so as 
to comply with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R, § 1.56. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .97(b), the enclosed Statement is being filed within three (3) months of the filing date of the 
above-identified application or before the mailing date of a first Action on the merits. 

Neither applicants nor their attomeys make any representation that any information 
disclosed herein may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or § 
103. Moreover, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an admission that the 
information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R.§ 1.56(b). 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, transmitted herewith are: 

1 . A completed copy of Form PTO/SB/08a "Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant" listing the patents, publications and other information being submitted for 
consideration; and 

2. A legible copy of each patent, publication and other item of information in written 
form listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a, except for copies of U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications which are not required for applications filed after June 30, 2003. 

As this application was filed after June 30, 2003, copies of the U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a are not required and, therefore, 
not included herewith. 

NON-ENGLISH INFORMATION 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, following is a concise explanation of the relevance (as it is 
presently imderstood by the individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable 
about the content of the information), of each listed patent, publication or other information that 
is not in the English language: 

1. European Patent Application No. EP 1 136 328 published September 26, 2001 
discloses: The airbag gas generator has a membrane connecting the outer wall to the airbag 
housing and by one edge is connected directly to the outer wall. The membrane has the shape of 
a truncated cone. The membrane over a section used for connecting to the outer wall of the gas 
generator is constructed cylindrically on its inner side. This section has an increased wall 
thickness aiid is in the form of a ring which on the outer side has shock absorbing protrusions. 

2. German Patent Application No. DE 100 02 480 published August 2, 2001 
discloses: The gas generator used as a vibration damping device is jointed to the airbag housing 
via a ring-shaped adaptor sheet with at least three rubber webs. 

3. European Patent Application No. EP 1 101 663 published May 23, 2001 
discloses: The resilient section includes circumferentially-distributed impact-damping, resilient 
projections. On exceeding the free oscillation path these cause defined braking of the oscillation 
mass. 
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4. European Patent Application No. EP 1 101 662 published May 23, 2001 
discloses: The gas generator is connected gas tight with the air bag casing via an insert with an 
annular rubber membrane running along the steering wheel axis, 

5. European Patent Application No. 1 065 110 published January 3, 2001 discloses: 
An airbag module consisting of an airbag container is inserted in the center part of a steering 
wheel with an airbag and a gas generator. The airbag has a vibration damper whose inertial mass 
is formed by the gas generator that is installed within the airbag container and held by flexible 
connectors but with some movement. 

6. German Patent Application No. DE 199 13 120 published September 28, 2000 
discloses: The invention relates to a vehicle steering wheel which has an airbag module. Said 
airbag module or at least its gas generator is elastically mounted on the steering wheel so that the 
unwanted vibrations that are produced on the steering wheel when the vehicle is in operation can 
be dampened. To this end, the elasticity of the springs and the mass of the gas generator or the 
other, lighter parts of the airbag module are co-ordinated in such a way that the resonance 
frequency of the resulting damping system lies within the range of the steering wheel vibrations 
in which the unwanted vibrations are situated. 

7. German Patent Application No. DE 199 08916 published September 14, 2000 
discloses: The vibration absorber is integrated into the steering wheel. It includes an absorption 
mass, which is elastically connected to the fixing body by at least one spring element. The fixing 
body at least partly envelops the absorption mass like a cage. It is designed to be a precaution 
against the absorption mass being lost. 

8. German Patent Application No. DE 199 08 915 published September 14, 2001 
discloses: The inertia mass of the vibration shock absorber is formed by the gas generator of the 
airbag which is connected to the airbag housing by a gas-impermeable spring element which 
engages round its outside wall and is fixed thereon. The spring element is made of elastomer 
material and is cylindrical with its one edge fixed radially inside on the generator and its other 
edge on the airbag housing. 

9. European Patent Application No. EP 1 026 050 published August 9, 2000 
discloses: The airbag unit comprises an annular moimting sheet metal which is arranged on the 
generator carrier. A circular mounting flange is connected to the housing of the gas generator. A 
mounting cylinder is arranged parallel to the steering wheel axle. The cylinder is made of an 
elastic material, having free edges which are connected, at one side with the mounting sheet 
metal, and at its other side with the mounting flange. 

10. European Patent Application No. EP 1 020 332 published July 19, 2000 discloses: 
The invention relates to an airbag module for motor vehicles comprising a housing for an 
inflatable airbag and a gas generator, with the gas generator and the housing being movable 
independently of one another for reduction and isolation of vibration and for ease of hom 
actuation. 

11. European Patent Application No. EP 1 010 589 pubUshed June 21, 2001 
discloses: The gas generator and the housing are movable independent of each other. The gas 
generator is connected with a base element, which is fixable at the motor vehicle, pref. at a 
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steering wheel unit, esp. lockable. The gas generator serves as a vibration damper. For the 
connecting of the gas generator with a base element, at least one pref. elastic and-or vibration 
damping coupling element is provided. 

12. European Patent Application No. EP 0 994 793 published April 26, 2000 
discloses: A steering wheel has an airbag module and a separate cap covering the airbag module. 
The airbag module is connected to a skeleton or hub of the steering wheel using a plurality of 
vibration damping elements to isolate the airbag module from the hub. The cap, on the other 
hand has no vibration damping element. As the cap is directly linked to the hub, it oscillates with 
the hub and the components attached thereto so that no relative movement therebetween exists. 

13. German Patent Application No. DE 196 53 684 published June 18, 1998 
discloses: The arrangement has at least one fastening element, which is provided for the airbag 
unit. The fastening element is attached to the steering wheel on at least one fixing point. The 
fastening element is attached on an elastically deformable guide element perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the steering column. The guide element may be an elastically deformable 
bush, which is installed on a fastening screw. The bush is made of materials of different stiffiiess, 
and may be electrically insulating. The bush has an upper section of hard material, which is 
opposite the screw head and is connected to the fastening element. There is a free space between 
the screw shaft and the upper section. The bush has a lower elastically deformable section. The 
part of the lower section near the upper section is designed with a free space next to the screw 
shaft near the upper section. The lower part of the lower section lies against the screw shaft. 



Date: June 17,2004 

MADSON & METCALF 
Gateway Tower West 
15 West South Temple, Suite 900 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 
Telephone: 801/537-1700 



Respectfully submitted. 




Craig NJercalf 
Reg. No. 31,398 
Attorney for Applicants 
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